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Settling Down:

A Family Narrative of One Taiwan-
born Mainlander from a Self-Supported
Military Commune in Danan, Taoyuan

Li Kuang-chun*, Lin Yun-wei**

Abstract

This study tries to identify the gradual “increase/emergence” of Mainlander
soldiers as a key contributor to the rapid population growth in Bade, Taoyuan in the
1970 and 80s. These veterans clustered mainly in self-supported military communes.
Following the family story of Sun Yongping, a Taiwan-born Mainlander from a self-
supported military commune in Danan, Bade, Taoyuan, this paper explores his family’s
daily activities, life cycle, marriage customs, parent-child relationships, occupations,
house-building techniques, community lifestyle and ethnic relationships. In this
study we will assert that - in addition to registered military communes self-supported
communes deserve more attention. Their emergence, transformation and disappearance
stands today as an important historical dimension that should not be ignored in an
examination of the settlement experiences of the immigrants from Mainland China

before and after 1949.

Keywords: Mainlander soldier, settling down, Bade Township, self-supported military

commune, registered military commune
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