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Culture, History and Diversity: Some Thoughts on the Preservation of Military-
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B Abstract

Military-dependents' villages, or Chuan-Tsun, are a legacy of Taiwan's war-time history. The
preservation of Chuan-Tsun sites is an important aspect of cultural heritage preservation in Taiwan,
and not only recognizes the war-time hardships of the 1949 immigrants but also carries political
significance of identity construction and social reconciliation. After almost twenty years of advocacy
and preparation, the preservation of Chuan-Tsun has achieved some impressive results and now faces
new challenges. Firstly, due to the nature of historic idiosyncrasy, it is not easy to reproduce Chuan-
Tsun culture for the generations to come. Secondly, there is poor chance to represent the hardships
and life experiences of Chuan-Tsun in the would-be culture parks, a majority of which feature
Japanese-style architecture and military-industrial facilities. Thirdly, the socio-economic composition
of Chuan-Tsun residents is ill-represented. In a word, it is disappointing to leave the preservation of
Chuan-Tsun with the impression of nostalgia, Japanese-style architectures and high-ranking officers.
Instead, it is expected future plans can encourage cultural innovation, a focus on the hardships and
life experiences of Chuan-Tsun residents, and a well-balanced representation of the diverse socio-
economic composition of the residents. Hopefully, the preservation of Chuan-Tsun sites can provide
the residents with a sense of security and belonging, and help to secure the future of multiculturalism
in Taiwan.
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Figure 1. Huang Pu Village, Fongshan District,
Kaohsiung City.
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Figure 2. Armored Division Village/District II,
Hukuo Township, Hsinchu County.
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