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Abstract

Taking a war perspective, this paper sheds light on the history and social-
cultural properties of the 1949 migrants from Mainland China to Taiwan,
focusing on their socio-demographics, occupation, job, family, marriage, and
living arrangement, with an intention to propose “war migrant” as their self-
ascription and ascription-by-others. There are two goals behind this effort.
First, it is to show the impact, mark and a generational decline of war as a force
behind the 1949 migration. Second, it is to show that the social and cultural
properties as exhibited by the migrants and their descendants are not expression
of an ethnic culture, but an unintended consequence of the interplay between

their socio-demographic traits and the KMT-enforced resettlement policies.
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